Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 QUITO 01747 202145Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-02 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 10-13 ACDA-12 TRSE-00 
/079 W 

064999 202148Z/64 

O R 202130Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7658 
INFO AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 1747 
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SUBJECT: SENATE ACTION ON PANAMA CANAL NEUTRALITY TREATY 
REF: A) STATE 069647, B ) STATE 069286 

1 . CHARGE DELIVERED TEXTS OF STATEMENTS BY THE 
PRESIDENT AND THE SECRETARY TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
ON MARCH 20, AND MADE POINTS DIRECTED IN REF A. 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER SAID HE WOULD PASS THE TEXTS 
ON TO PRISIDENT POVEDA IMMEDIATELY. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTER AYALA EXPRESSED CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
PRESIDENT AND HIM ADMINISTRATION ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF ECUADOR FOR SUCCESS IN GAINING SENATE APPROVAL. 

HE WAS VERY INTERESTED IN PANAMA'S INITIAL REACTION 
TO THE SENATE'S AMENDMENTS, AND COMMENTED THAT THE 
DECONCINI RESERVATION WOULD SURREY CAUSE SOME DIFFICULTIES 
FOR THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT 
INTERNAL REACTION WITHIN PANAMA TO THE DECONCINI 
AMENDMENT WOULD NOT BE STRONG; AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
OF PANAMA WOULD BE ABLE TO ACCEPT THE AMENDMENTS, 
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AS HE BELIEVES THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT STRONGLY 
DESIRES TO DO. 
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